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SUBJECT: SARDAR QAYYUM REMOVED AS AZAD KASHMIR PRESIDENT 
REF: ISLAMABAD 2674 

1. ACCORDING TO PRESS, SARDAR QAYYUM KHAN APRIL 16 WAS RE- 
MOVED FROM THE OFFICE OF AZAD KASHMIR PRESIDENT BY A 
NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
FOLLOWING THAT ACTION (WHICH IS OF QUESTIONABLE 
CONSTITUTIONALITY), ASSEMBLY SPEAKER SHEIKH MANZAR 
MASUD TOOK OVER AS INTERIM PRESIDENT. THE DEVELOPMENT 
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL COUP FOR PRIME 
MINISTER BHUTTO. 

2. THE NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION WAS PASSED BY 17 MEMBERS 
(MORE THAN THE REQUIRED TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY) OF THE 24 
MEMBER HOUSE. IT FOLLOWS ON THE HEELS OF ADOPTION THE 
PREVIOUS DAY OF A RESOLUTION WHICH DISQUALIFIED SARDAR 
QAYYUM FROM CONTESTING THE AK PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 18. HOWEVER, SINCE HIS HOLDING THE 
POSITION OF PRESIDENT (AS AN OFFICE OF PROFIT) RESULTED 
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AGAIN CLEAR FOR HIM TO SEEK THE PRESIDENCY. 

3. QAYYUM WAS REPORTED AS MEETING APRIL 17 WITH HIS 
FOLLOWERS IN RAWALPINDI. HE HAS APPEALED TO THEM TO 
HOLD A PROTEST DAY APRIL 18 IN BOTH AZAD KASHMIR AND 
PAKISTAN PROTESTING AGAINST HIS "ILLEGAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
REMOVAL." 

4. REMOVAL OF THE DOQGHTY PRESIDENT DEMONSTRATES THAT 
PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO HAS SUCCEEDED IN FORGING A 
COALITION IN AZAD KASHMIR WHICH HAS ENABLED HIM BOTH 
TO WREST POWER FROM QAYYUM AND TO EXPAND CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT, AND HIS OWN, CONTROL OVER THE STATE (REFTEL, 

PARA 14). BHUTTO HAD BEEN WORKING THROUGH HIS 
LIEUTENANT, FEDERAL MINISTER ABDUL HAFEEZ PIRZADA, TO 
PUT TOGETHER A UNITED FRONT WHICH INCLUDES THE AZAD 
KASHMIR PEOPLE'S PARTY, PART OF THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
LIBERATION LEAGUE, THE AZAD JAMMU AND KASHMIR MUSLIM 
CONFERENCE, AND ONE FACTION OF THE ALL JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
MUSLIM CONFERENCE. THE LATTER FACTION IS LED BY QAYYUM'S 
ARCH RIVAL AND CANDIDATE FOR THE AK PRESIDENCY, SARDAR 
MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM KHAN, WHO NOW SEEMS TO BE IN A STRONG 
POSITION TO TAKE THAT OFFICE. THE UNITED FRONT HAS NOW 
ATTRACTED AWAY ENOUGH OF QAYYUM'S SUPPORTERS TO GAIN 

A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY IN THE ASSEMBLY. 

5. WHETHER OR NOT QAYYUM DOES CHOOSE TO CONTEST THE 
FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS, HIS REMOVAL JUST A MONTH BEFORE 
THEY ARE TO BE HELD MEANS THAT THE WILY OPERATOR WILL 
BE UNABLE TO USE THE WEIGHT OF HIS OFFICE TO INFLUENCE 
THEM. THEREFORE, SHOULD HE SO CHOOSE, WE EXPECT HIM 

TO FARE BADLY ON MAY 18 SINCE HIS POPULARITY WITH THE 
ELECTORATE ALONE CANNOT OVERCOME THE ADVANTAGES THE 
UNITED FRONT DERIVES FROM ITS CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT 
AND ITS GOP SUPPORT. 

6. A-55 GIVING DETAILED ACCOUNT OF AK PRE-ELECTION 
SITUATION, DRAFTED BEFORE LATEST ASSEMBLY MOVES, WAS 
POUCHED APRIL 16. 
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